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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIIHOTON 
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e 

June 1-3, 1969 


Place: 


-MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
Midway Island 


Date : 


June 8, 1969 


Present: 


President Nixon 
President Thieu 
Henry Kissinger 
Nguyen Phn Due 


nrivatt ^iv w g me ^mg by stressing that he preferred to have 

p ate talks. He assured President Thieu that what he would say would 
be in confidence. They could agree on that. 

Vl iGU Said that S P eculation as to differences between them is 
Pr e^id'ent ^ ^ t0 haVC thU °PP 01 - tunit y to talk with the 

t*** tUat tUe P ress is trying to drive a wedge between 
it j Presidents with respect to reports about American pressure. 

dis recarcM^ 1 T1 ThleU somethin g { rom him directly, he should 

pressures for a callir Currentl y a lot of speculation regarding American 
p ' lition government and it is entirely unfounded. (The 

President called on Henry Kissinger to confirm that fact. ) The President 

g e a general appraisal of the situation, stating that the war in Vietnam 

concerns not only Vietnam but the entire Pacific. The people of South 

the™ Ml 1 ?° WeVer * have the greatest stake. If the peace is inadequate, 

:‘L b Y ePerCU “ l0nS * U — Thar. cL, be no reward for 

not onL 1 totot “ a f Sress ‘ on - Attl '= ■*”“ self-determination ie 

It d “ interest, but to the American interest as well. 

It would improve the prospects of peace throughout the Pacific. 

The President mentioned that we have a difficult political problem in the 
U.S and that he appreciated Saigon's understanding for his domestic 

I P t r is „To„ At .“rr™ «“*. 1e understood President Thiels problems 
s n ° l OUl ' £ ° 1 ' p " sil “ Thieu to get too far ahead and wL up 
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with no country to lead. President Nixon described the Congressional 
situation and the importance of the 1970 elections. The U. S. domestic 
situation is a weapon in the war. (At this point the President asked 
Henry Kissinger to explain the Cambodian strikes.) 

President Thieu felt that the intentions of the enemy are crucial; the 
issue is the spread of Communism. Any false peace will affect all of 
Asia. Both the Vietnamese people and the world need peace. He 
recognized the U. S. desire for peace. He knew that the U. S. had no 
desire to occupy Vietnam but that its sole objective was to achieve peace. 
The Vietnamese should be reasonable and must consider not only 
Vietnamese opinions but those of the U. S. as well. The war in Vietnam 
is not a military one and neither side can^win militarily. Therefore, 
there must be a reasonable compromise. President Thieu understood t e 
difficulties of the President with a large army abroad incurring constant 
casualties. He felt that his country must make progress in order to help 

us to withdraw. 

Thieu stated that Hanoi deliberately creates a deadlock in Paris and 
attacks the GVN as the chief obstacle to peace. The Communists are 
weaker, but Hanoi can continue the war at a reduced rate of casualties 
for many years. Hence, a negotiated peace is essential. Thieu said he 
was trying to make progress in winning the political war. Even if Hanoi 
continues the war, the GVN will win the population. 

The President next turned to the subject of troop replacements. Thieu 
stated that troop replacements, if not handled carefully, could be mis- 
understood by the North Vietnamese and their allies. He pointed out that 
we have kept saying the war is going better. We must now prove it; it 
is important for both U. S. and Vietnamese opinion. Even though the war 
is going on, we must use the troop replacement to fight Communist 

propaganda. 

By July 15, Thieu said, it should be possible to phase out one-third of 
the Third Marine Division and six battalions from the Delta. At the same 
time, he wanted to emphasize a difference of opinion with General Abrams. 
His aim was to extend administrative control over 100% of the population 
next year. Therefore, the regional and popular forces are crucial. As 
they improve, they can replace mobile U.S. forces and ARVN combat 
divisions. The regional and popular forces can free regular forces to 
fight a mobile war. This was better than building up ne.w combat divisions, 
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President Nixon said that we have confused the press by not denying 
any conflict between us. It would be obvious after today that no 
conflict existed. The two Presidents then discussed plans for the 

c ommun ique . 

Turning to the negotiations. President Nixon asked how we should 
respond to Le Due Tho*s proposal for bilateral talks. 


President Thieu misunderstood the President’s question about the Tho 
proposal and said the GVN would object to any U. S. attempt to talk to 
the NLF. After Mr. Kissinger clarified the issue. President Thieu said 
that he agrees to bilateral talks unless the U. S. tries to settle directly 
with the NLF. The United States should introduce the military subject 
and listen to the political projections of the other side. Before replying, 
the GVN would have to be fully consulted. 

President Nixon asked several questions regarding Vietnamese political 
institutions , commenting that Thieu knew his people and required turning. 
He emphasized that there was no wedge between the U. S. and GVN nc*. 
between Thieu and his people. 


BREAK FOR LUNCH 


Thieu asked about how we should respond to Communist strategy in 
Paris. President Nixon replied that we should not seem overanxious. 

Thieu asked about military operations. President Nixon said he thought 
the Communists were suffering badly and intelligence indicated there 
was very little in the pipeline to the South from Hanoi. Thieu felt that 
the reason for the latest attacks was to maintain an impression of strength 
for the Communist world conference and to bring pressure on U. S. public 
opinion. The Communists faced a dilemma: they wanted to economize 
their human resources but also wished to maintain U. S. casualties. Thus 
they continue the tactics of pressure. The Communists pretend that the 
current deadlock is our fault. The only way to overcome this strategy 
is to set a deadline. Hanoi knows that delay is to their advantage. Thieu 
suggested we make our most conciliatory proposal and then establish a 
deadline for a response, so that time does not work for the other side. 

President Nixon asked whether Thieu planned to go on in his political 
program from his March 25 speech. Thieu replied that we must not be 
put into the position of always making new proposals. At some early 
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point, we must state (a) that the U. S. and Saigon agree, and (b) that 
our proposals are as far as we can go. President Thieu stated that 
he did not want to be pushed from one position to another --as was 
the case with the shape- of-the- table issue. If he could have the 
assurance that we would back some set of Saigon proposals, he was 
certain that we could work out a common position. But he did not 
want to have an escalation of proposals. Hanoi tended to take 15 small 
concessions and parlay them into one major concession. 

Thieu asked for assurances that we would not use every concession 
by the GVN as a signal for new demands. There must be an end to it. 

Mr. Kissinger asked, n But how do you-play the political game? 11 Thieu 
replied that if there were a withdrawal of forces and an end of terrorism, 
the GYN could consider the NL»F as another party in elections. If the 
NL.F wants guarantees, the GVN was ready to discuss it with them in 
generous terms. Thieu said he was ready to accept an international 
body. It could not interfere in the GVN’s area of sovereignty but it 
could organize and supervise elections. The GVN was willing to 
accept as many as 10, 000 international inspectors and frontier guards. 

He was prepared to implement free choice and self-determination; in 

A A A. 

other words, a free vote and free candidature. Thieu felt that everyone 
was aware that political competition was inevitable. 

President Nixon urged Thieu to do everything possible and asked if it 
would be any help to him if we provided a political organizer. The U. S. 
had done this with Magsaysay and it had been helpful. It is up to 
President Thieu if he wants this kind of assistance. Thieu responded 
that more support for cadres was necessary. 

President Nixon mentioned that Hanoi has never had real elections and 
is thus employing a double standard. Thieu pointed out that 56% of 
those ,, elected n in North Vietnam were women. This shows the magnitude 
of their manpower problem. He reiterated that there would be elections 
after the withdrawal of non-South Vietnamese forces. Thieu was prepared 
for good international supervision -- even without troops. 

President Nixon wondered whether the GVN could siphon off the political 
forces in the center to weaken the Viet Cong. Thieu responded that when 
we have a common position on our side, we can have a united front. What 
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made the middle ground in Saigon so uncertain was the fear that the 
U. S. would withdraw support. Hence, many politicians were holding 
themselves available for a coalition government with the NjLF. 


President Nixon asked why not a united front now; the GVN is going 
to win and that is a great asset. Thieu stated very frankly that there 
was a sagging of spirit in Saigon. Many still believe that the Viet 
Cong can have political concessions. The intellectuals are waiting for 
political concessions imposed on Saigon by the U. S. They were encouraged 
in this by loose statements from U. S. cabinet members. Mr. Due inter- 
jected that the Saigon population was very worried. 


President Thieu asked what had been meant by local elections in the 
early drafts of the Presidents May 14 speech. The President replied 
that he meant that elections could be held in provinces where ceasefires 
had been arranged. Thieu said that this was an interesting possibility. 


President Nixon said that the fact that the people in Saigon were jittery 
worried him. Thieu returned to his view that territorial forces had to 
be strengthened. General Abrams wants to train divisions. Thieu wants 
to train 130,000 Regional Forces and Popular Forces. Abrams doubts 
the manpower resources are available. Thieu thinks it easier to form 
RF and PF than regular forces. If the GVN has more RF and PF, it can 
phase out combat divisions. Thieu wants the U. S. to reconsider his plan 
regarding the RF and PF, and for someone to talk to General Abrams. 

President Nixon mentioned the stories in the press about the poor 
performance of the 5th and 18th Divisions. Thieu said it is a question 
of leadership. President Nixon recalled the story of when General 
Pershing's desire to attack was thwarted by a classmate who said the 
morale of his divisions was shot. Pershing replied, your morale is 
shot and fired him. There are no tired divisions, only tired commanders. 
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